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CHAPTER  I
PRELIMINARY
Fox's youthful escapades in pleasure and politics. His education.
His love of letters. His views about women. His friendships.
His oratory. Disadvantages as a leader, (i) his private reputation,
(2) his friendship with the Prince of Wales, (3) his recklessness,
(4) his mistakes in tactics, e.g. the Coalition. His advocacy of
unpopular causes not fatal to his influence* His characteristics,
(i) courage, (2) high sense of honour and duty, (3) constancy. His
relation to domestic problems. His attitude to Free Trade. The
great champion of national justice and respect for freedom.
MSOREL has remarked that public morality was low
* In England, and private morality amongst public
men still lower, during the years that immediately preceded
the French Revolution. Fox's escapades must fill many pages
in any survey of the follies and the dissolute manners of those
days. It is a subject no true admirer of Fox would wish to
shirk, and no man was less lenient in speaking of it, less
anxious to defend it by prevarications or evasion, or less
ready to brazen it out in a nonchalant effrontery than Fox
himself in his later life. Concealment, indeed, would have
been out of the question when a young man helps to gamble
away a hundred and forty thousand pounds before he is
twenty-four, attends so regularly at Newmarket as to make
for himself the reputation of being the first handicapper in
the country, keeps a faro bank that is the talk of the town,